
 
 
Boutique Scooch A Mi opens in Chatham 

Oct 26, 2017 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Ellen Eppie, left, founder of Scooch A Mi, and Marcia Reich, who plans to open Marcia Reich Studios upstairs, 

during the opening of Eppie's boutique in the rear building at 17-19 N. Passaic Ave., Chatham, on Thursday, Oct. 

26. 

CHATHAM - Scooch A Mi, a boutique that opened about a year ago in New Providence, has 

moved to downtown Chatham. 

The store opened in the rear building at 17-19 N. Passaic Ave., on Thursday, Oct. 26. 

It sells a mix of handmade jewelry, accessories, and gifts from local, national and international 

artisans. From statement necklaces handmade in Africa to soy candles crafted from wine bottles, 

most products are eco-friendly and socially-conscious, said founder Ellen Eppie. 

"The vision of my boutique is based on mindful kindness. As I curated merchandise for Scooch 

A Mi, I became captivated by handmade items and the artisans behind them," she said. "Most of 



the entrepreneurs I buy from give back to their communities, donate to a heartfelt cause, and/or 

upcycle or recycle to be kind to the earth. I am thrilled to bring these truly special items that also 

do good to the Chatham community and surrounding area residents." 

A portion of the profits from items sold that are not connected to a charity are given to St. 

Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center, the Raptor Trust and Mallory’s Army. 

Eppie, a Harding resident, said the store's name comes from a nickname her father gave her as a 

child, when he called her Scocciare, which means "to pester" in Italian. She welcomes customers 

to "pester her" with questions about the stories behind each item in the store while enjoying a 

complimentary cup of coffee or tea. 

Eppie's friend, Marcia Reich, plans to open her business, Marcia Reich Studios, on the second 

floor of the same building in a few weeks. 

Reich, a Morristown resident, is an artist who does contemporary abstract paintings in a variety 

of media. She plans to show her work and that of emerging artists there. She also will open the 

studio occasionally to allow people watch her work, she said. 

Eppie and Reich knew each other as teenagers in Fort Lee. Both attended the University of 

Maryland before Eppie transferred to the University of Colorado. 

They ran into each other once in New York, then later in Morristown before renewing their 

friendship, Reich said. 

	
	


